
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The examples and tools included in this resource are intended to serve only as a reference and guide and 
not as an exclusive representation of all possible examples, tools, or best practices. 

  

Helpful Tips When Developing Student Learning Outcomes  
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Introduction to Student Learning Outcomes   

What is a student learning outcome? The Tex as Highe r Educ at i on Coordi na t i ng Board (2015) 
defines the  term student l earni n g outcom es as “wh at student s are abl e to de mons t rat e in term s of 

the knowl ed ge, skil l s, an d atti t ude upon compl et e of a pro gr am ” (para. 1). It is with this 
defi ni t i on in mind that student learni n g outcom es are dev el oped, ass es s ed, and improved upon.  

How to begin developing student learning outcomes? As a sta rt, b rai ns t orm i ng amon g t he 
depart m ent al facul t y me mbers, with like -minded coll ea gues , and with  knowl edgeabl e 

profes s i onal s in the fiel d can gen erat e answe rs to the below quest i ons :  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How do we know if our student learning outcomes are comprehensive? Bec aus e student 
learni n g outcom es shoul d be appropri at e to and comprehens i ve of the pro gr am ’s ac adem i c 
disci pl i ne, consul t resour ces such as th e foll owi ng to gau ge the rel evanc e o f the pro gram ’s 

learni n g outcom es :  

 

 



Strong Student Learning Outcomes 

 

A strong student learning outcome is a S.M.A.R.T. student learning outcome 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weaker Outcomes Strong Outcomes 

Out com e verbs are v a gue (e.g., unders t and, 
comprehend, demons t rat e an unders t andi ng o f) 
and do not real l y get at th e intended outcom e  

Outcom e verbs are sh arp, clear, and speci fi c (e.g., 
write, calcul at e, desc ri be, anal yz e) and mak e it 
clear wh at student s shoul d know and be abl e to 
do at the end of the pro gr am  

Mult i pl e verbs per lea rni ng outcom e  One verb p er le arni n g ou tcom e  

Word y, packi n g in mult i pl e ideas  Brief and to the point  

Focus onl y  on lower l eve l s of thought  
Demons t rat e va r yi n g l ev el s of thought (Bloom ’s 
Tax onom y)  

Not eas y to observ e/dem ons t rat e/m eas ur e  



How are student learning outcomes structured? 

There are a vari et y o f for m at s and guides to stru ct uri ng a stud ent learni n g o utcom e. The below 
form ul a and the ABC Ds of S LOs are two p ract i c a l  ex am pl es  of what to incl ude when writ i n g a 

student learni n g outcom e .  

Using a formula to assist in structuring the writing of a student learning outcome:  

Graduating students will be able to [





How can Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy help in creating the student learning outcome? “ The 
tax onom y is useful in tw o import ant wa ys. First, use of the tax onom y en c oura ges inst ruct ors to 
think of learni n g object i v es in behavi oral te rm s to consi der what the l earn er can do as a resul t  of 
the inst ruct i on. A learni n g obje ct i ve writ t en usin g acti o n verbs will indi cat e  the best method of 

asses s i ng the skil l s and k nowl edge tau ght. Second, consi deri n g learni n g go al s in light of 
Bloom ’s tax onom y hi ghl i ght s the need for incl udi ng le arni n g object i ves th at requi re hi gh er 

level s of co gni t i ve skil l s that le ad to deepe r lea rni ng and tr ans fe r of knowl edge and skil l s to a 
gr eat e r vari et y  o f tasks and cont ex t s.”  (Adams, 2015, p.153)  

 

What type of language should be used to create student learning outcomes?



BLOOM’S TAXONOMY OF ACTION VERBS 

LEVEL D E FI N I T I O N  S AM P LE VERB S  S AM P LE BEH AV I O R S  

KNOWLEDGE 

Stud e nt reca lls or 
reco gniz e s i n fo r ma tio n, 
idea s, and princ ip le s in t he 
ap p r o xima te fo r m i n wh ic h 
the y wer e lear ne d.  

Arran g e  Id en t i fy  Memo ri ze  Reco gn i ze  Rep ro du ce  
T he stud e nt wil l defi ne the 6 
leve ls o f Blo o m’ s taxo no my of the 
co gniti ve do ma i n.  

Defi n e  Lab el  Na me  Relat e  Select  

Descri b e  List  Ord er  Recal l  Stat e  

Du p l i cat e  Match  Ou tl i n e  Rep eat   

COMPREHENSION



Examples of language used to develop student learning outcomes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The below highlights language used to develop strong, specific and measurable 
student learning outcomes:  

wi l l desi gn a gro u n d ed resear ch stu d y usin g th e scien t i fi c meth o d 

The below language is neither weak nor strong: 

wi l l ap p l y th e scien t i fi c meth o d in pro b l em so lvi n g  

The below demonstrates weak language that is too general and difficult to 
measure:   



Helpful Tips for Student Learning Outcomes 

 

Do a program’s student learning outcomes always remain the same? A program ’s s tudent 
l earni n g outcom es are no t set in stone – the y can evol ve and chan ge over ti me. 

 

 

To whom should a program’s student learning outcomes be communicated? A vari et y o f 
audi ences shoul d be awa re of or woul d benefi t fro m being fami l i ar with a program ’s student 
learni n g outcom es.  

 

  

Whe n might an SLO change ?  

After 
con tin u o u s l y 
meetin g the 

outco me over 
multip le 

asses s men t 
cycles  

When chan g in g 
the directio n of 

the pro g ram 
miss io n or 
curricu lu m  

When 
intro d u ci n g or 
inco rp o ratin g a 

new elemen t 
with in the 

discip lin e or 
typ e of outco me  

In resp o n s e to 
an upd ate or 
rev is io n to 

discip lin ary or 
pro f es s io n al 
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